







rr rE 8 aaa CF ee 


ne +, oOo 


ma > ST Ses FT So 


ot 


ne 
5 


at 


3 
any 


alt 


ya- 
Ke 


10° 
yn 


re, 
ob- 


ant 
hat 

is 
sal. 
re: 
eD. 


=x, 


™“ 


y 


fe (ithe t% 


WEN CUBCUILAIB. 








- temo 





ee 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY, 


[“ MANY SHALL RUN TO AND FRO, AND KNOWLEDGE SBALL ne rvcreasED.”—Daniel xu, 4. } 








anata 





———_ —-] 














> 
-+ 





ee 


AT TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM. 








vOL. WA. 


THE CIRCULAR, 
{s Published every Friday, 
vp NO. 97, MARKET-STREET, WILMINGTON, 


Op Fobert Porter, 


.¢ TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM.—PAYABLE AT 
rHE EXPIRATION OF THE FIRST SIX MONTHS. 
—ANY PERSON WHO PROCURES SLX SUBSCRI- 
SERS, AND WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
eAYMENT, SHALL BE ENTITLED TO A COPY. 

5 Pe DRE CARL, LRAT ELE BELG, BIE LIE ET 

Biographical. 
From the New-York Observer. 

oBITUARY NOTICE OF Divie Beruune, Esq. 

Divie Bethune wasborn April 4th, A. D. 
1771, in the town of Dingwall, the capital 
of Ross-shire, in Scotland. He was des- 
cended, on his father’s side, from a branch 
of the Sully family...who some centuries 
azo, emigrated to Scotland from France : 
and on his mother’s side, from the Monros 
of Fowlis, she being grand daughter to Sir 
—— Monro.* His parents were both pious. 
His father was by profession a physician ; 
a magistrate of Dingwall, an elder in the 
established church of Scotland. He train- 
ed up his children in habits of piety, and 
poured instruction on their minds, more in 
the persuasive accents of a friend than with 
the authority of a father. In this, his son 
resembled him much. 


The subject of this sketch was the young- 
est of four children, who reached maturity, 
and was designed by his father for the min- 
istry ; but his father dying when he was on- 
ly 14 years of age, the plan was relinquish- 
ed. He pursued his education, however, 
and improved his mind by general reading 
until the age of 18 years. Not wishing to 
be burdensome to ns mother and sisters, 
and following the example of Highland 
youths, he determined to seek independence 
ina foreign country. He parted with his 
mother and sisters in the year 1789. His 
mother has been often heard to say, that it 
was the first time he had ever cost her a 
pang. His destination was the Island of 
Tobago, where his only brother, eleven years 
older than himself, practised medicine. 
Dr. Bethune on the arrival of his brother, 
immediately looked out a situation for him 
on an estate as overseer, in the prospect of 
his becoming a planter ; but the Lord had 
purposes of mercy towards him, and inclin- 
ed the heart ofa gentleman to procure him a 
station in a counting-house which he prefer- 
ed. ‘Io this period of his life, Mr. Bethune 
often looked back with thankfulness, not on- 
ly that he had never been permitted to traf- 
fic inhuman flesh, but that restraining grace 
had prevented him from running to the same 
excess of riot and dissipation as his com- 
panions around him, thirteen of whom were 
consigned to an early grave, during two 
years that he remained on the island. He, 
however, was seized with the fever of the 
climate, which so debilitated him that his 
brother sent him to this country for the res- 
toration of his health. He spent some 
months in Portsmouth, few fihagpaiaioe. 
The similarity of manners to those of his 
native country, and the comparative inno- 
cence of the habits of the people, made him 
return to Tobago with reluctance. He 
wrote a letter to his mother giving an ac- 
count of the different state of societyin the 
two countries, which soon brought a com- 
mand to quit the island and either return 

to Scotland, or remove to the United States, 
where he would be under the sound of the 
gospel, and would not be required to. pro- 
ane the Sabbath, which he was compelled 
to doin Tobago, it being the greatest day of 
sale, His brother used every endeavour to 
prevent him from leaving theisland. The 
gentleman in whose employ he was, offered 
im partnership at the end of another year 
provided he would remain. 


Mr. Bethune arrived in Portsmouth some 
time in 1792, and immediately set out for 
this city. Although he was not at that time 
decidedly religious, yet he was seriously 
sonveised and felt @ horror of profanity and 
vice. He had beet the subject of religious 
impressions from a very early period in bis 
life. As early agiat 9 years of age, he was 


——— é 














account of this family, see appendix to 





WILMINGTON, Del. FRIDAY, October 15, 1824. 


rr creme re ES 
~ oe a amen 


—————— 





visited with convictions produced by means 
of a severe fit of sickness, which however, 
wore away when he returned to health, but 
not without leaving a tenderness of con- 
science which served to guard him against 
many of the snares and vices of youth. His 
situation as a stranger in a strange land, 
would naturally induce very serious reflec- 
tions in the mind of one whose heart had 
not been altogether corrupted by sinful at- 
tachments. - Accordingly, such was the ef- 
fect which it had upon him, and so strong 
and deep were the impressions which by 
this means it pleased the Spirit of God to 
make on his mind, that while waiting for 
the stage at Norwalk, (Conn.) on the Sab- 
bath, he wandered along the banks of a 
stream into a wood ; he felt himself indeed 
a stranger in a strange land ; early associa- 
tions crowded on his mind ; he knelt down 
by astone, and like Jacob, vowed ¢ If God 
will be with me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat and raiment to put 
on, so that I come again to my father’s 
house in peace, then shall the Lord be my 
God.” 

He had but one acquaintance in this city, 
and into his employment he entered. The 
Lord accepted of the dedication of his young 
servant, and his mind gradually opened to 
the divine truth.—The late Mrs. Isabella 
Grayham was the first person to whom he 
opened his mind on the subject of his own 
personal religion. She led him to her pas- 
tor, who afterwards became his intimate 
friend, the Rev. Dr. J. M. Mason, under 
whose preaching he was brought to the en- 
joyment of that liberty wherewith Christ 
makes his people free. In 1793-4, he join- 
edin communion with the Associate Re- 
formed Church, and in 1802 was ordained 
an elder of that church. He continued in 
that connection until the Rev. Dr. Mason 
resigned his pastoral charge. Mr. Bethune 
then setae | to the Presbyterian Church, 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Dr. 
Romeyn, where he continued an active of- 
ficer until translated to the church above. 


Mr. B. entered on his mercantile life, 
December 1794. His first partner was Mr. 
John Lewis Venden Enden ; he was a tru- 
ly pious man, anda member of the Reform- 
ed Dutch Church. On the Ist of July fol- 
lowing, he married Miss Joanna Grayham 
to whom he had long been attached, the 
daughter of his spiritual mother, the late 
Mrs. Isabella Grayham, and in August of 
the same year, he was attacked with the 
yellow fever, and shortly after followed to 
the grave his dear friend and partner, who 
fell a victim to that disease. 


Mr. Bethune experienced many vicissi- 
tudes in his mercantile career ; but in busi- 
ness he set the Lord always before him. 
From the time he professed the name of 
Christ, he kept a record of the Lord’s deal- 
ings with him. When inany difficulty he 
spread the matter before him ; then looked 
out texts and promises suitable to his situa- 
tion, recorded them in his book, and con- 
tinued to plead them before the Lord until 
he received an answer, which he also recor- 
ded. Before there was a Tract Society, in 
this country, he printed 10,000 tracts at his 
own expense, put them in a store for sale at 
cost, and never travelled without them ; 
few were sold ; he gave them to ministers 
and others travelling through the country. 
He likewise imported Bibles for distribu- 
tion, in which he was aided by his mother, 
Mrs. G. From the year 1803 to 1816, he 
was at the sole expense of one or more Sun- 
day Schools, and in many instances furn- 
ished the children with shoes. He set apart 
the tenth of his gains to the service of the 
Lord, bwt never limited himself ;—that 
portion usually went to great undertakings; 
—while minor calls were so answered, that 
the left hand knew not what the right hand 
did. He was at the formation of many, 
and took an active part in most of the char- 
itable and religious institutions in this city, 
and was a liberal donor to those of his na- 
tive land. He was a zealous friend to the 
Theological Seminaries of the Associate 
Reformed and Presbyterian churches. Like 
Job, “he delivered the poor that cried, and 
the fatherless, and him that had none to help 
him,” and his family never was without 
‘hem as inmates. The last day only will 
disclose the unwearied benevolence and 


holy zeal of this man of God. 
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Although Mr, Bethune had the appear- 
ance of vigorous health, he had many se- 
vere illnesses :—for two years previous 
to his decease his health evident! y Sectoid. 
During the last spring and summer his 
strength and flesh gradually failed ; while 
he used every means for the restoration of 
his health, he seemed to anticipate the end 
of his labors, and set his house in order, He 
arrived at his home September 11th, from 
Saratoga Springs, and on the Saturday fol- 
lowing his happy spirit took its flight. Wed. 
nesday morning he thus addressed his fam- 
ly Physician, ** Doctor, you are acquainted 
with my constitution, I want you to exa- 
mine me pret f and to tell me wheth- 
er you think I shall recover. I have all 


along doubted it, and am perfectly willing 
to go ifit be the Lord’s will. You have 


been in the habit of smoothing the dying 
beds of our family, and I wish you to be 
near mine.” After the physicians left him, 
he told Mrs. B. he was perfectly willing 
tu take their prescriptions, as they seemed 
to have a claim on him, but did not expect 
they would do any good ; he felt his race 
was run, and wished to be permitted to de- 
part. Mrs. B. asked him if he felt any 
in? he answered, No. She asked him 
if his mind was easy ? he replied, ** O yes, 
O yes; glad should [ be permitted to say 
nothing, but to go home.” She said, ** I 
have not been worthy of you.” “ O ves,” 
he replied ** but you have idolized a little ; 
live near to God, and when he takes away 
your husband, my love, and father, 
my dear children, he will be a 
a father to you and your children [naming 
his pagent The promise is to you 
and to your children.” Mrs. B. -said, 
** You have been a faithful father to them ;” 
he said, ‘+ yes, with all my folly I held fast 
by the covenant for them, and what is there 
but that covenant? Dear, dear children ! 
I love my children,” extending a hand to 
each of them, and naming the absent one. 
Shortly after, he said *‘ the Lord has been 
preparing me for this : he has been showing 
me the folly of my own heart and the wick- 
edness of this world. O what a wicked, 
wicked world ! I long to depart. I want 
P : 
to lean on my master’s bosom, while pass- 
ing through the dark valley. I wish my 
friends to help me through the valley by 
reading to me the word of God. I have 
not read much lately but the Bible : the Bi- 
ble ! the Bible ! I want: nothing but the 
Bible! O the light that has shown in- 
to my soul through the Bible.” His son 
brought * Mrs. Grayham’s provision for 
passing Jordan,’ he said, “give me my Sa- 
viour’s words, read the i4th of John. I 
want God’s word ; itis all truth; I love 
it 3? after the chapter was read, he said, 
** Now leave me alone fora little while.” 

Mrs. B. mentioned to him on Thursday 
evening that there was a prayer-meeting of 
his fellow church members, where he was 
made the subject of special prayer ; he said 
‘+O Tam glad, that cheers me, I love to 
think that Christians are praying for me.” 
Mrs. B. begged him to try and sleep; 
‘+ ves,” said hes ‘¢ J wish to sleep, and O ! 
I want the long sleep ; all you who have 
your time of watching around my bed keep 
me still and asleep.” Mrs. B. called to 
his remembrance a remark he had often 
quoted of his dear young friend, Mr. Sum- 
merfield, respecting Peter, “ that when the 
church was praying for Peter, and heaven 
and hell were engaged about him, Peter was 
asleep.” 

Seeing his son-in-law by his bed-side he 
laid his hand on his head and said, “Preach 
the Gospel my son.” His own son coming 
in, he laid his hand upon his head, and said 
‘* preach the Gospel,” tell dying sinners 
of a Saviour; mind nothing else, it is all 
folly. And you, too dear child,” extend- 
ing his hand to Mrs. M’C., ** you have al- 
ways been a dutiful child to me.” ‘To Miss 
V. he said, * You, dear friend who have 
been to me as a daughter, I thank you for 
all your kindness ; the Lord will reward 
you ; the blessings of the God of Jacob will 
rest upon you ; and now I am tired, I want 
to rest.” In the night of Thursday he said 
to Mrs. B. “ what a strange disease this 
has been ; how have I been brought down 
by degress till Tuesday, when I seemed to 
go all atonce. What do the physicians 
think new # She replied that they thought 








# For a particular 
* Life of Col. Gardier,”” 
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there was a possibility that.he might recor- 
er, and wished him to take medicine and 
nourishment. And what is my duty ?” 
she said, ** to be passive in the hands of 
the Lord.” Soon after he said, “O ! Jo 
anna pray for my soul, and pray for my 
body that it may be easy while passing 
through the valley. 1 wish no display, but 
let it be laid decently in the grave, and O ! 
do not praise me ; praise the Saviour, O 
what a Sayiour ! blessed Saviour ! I want 
to go tomy Saviour. Don’t let any thin 
be said over me when I am gone ; too muc 
is said in praise of man; but let my breth- 
ren sing the 146th Psalm, as expressive of 
my dying exercises :-—~ 

“ll praise my Maker, while I’ve breath, 

And when my voice is lost in death,” &c, 
Friday, Mrs. W. a faithful domestic comnt- 
ing in, he thus addressed her, ** O! Mrs, 
W. dear friend, you have been kind to me, 
may the Lord reward you. You had the 
privilege of seeing one dear friend* d 
to glory ; now I trust you shall see another. 
I hope you have all choosen the Saviour.” 
To Mr. A. a Christian friend he said, ** All 
that my Christian friends have to do for me 
now is to pray that strength may be given 
me while passing the dark valley.” Mr. 
A. said, ‘God will not leave you now.” “No, 
I trust my Saviour, I love him and he loves 
me: Oh! how wendrously he has loved 
ine, no tongue can tell.” 

On Friday he said, I have been disap- 
pointed, I thought before this to have been 
with my dear Saviour! my blessed, Saviour. 
Mr. M’C. answered, ‘* In all probability 
you will sées him soon.” ** Yes,” he ex- 
claimed, ** 1 diope so ;” then pausing a 
moment he added, ** expect to take the 
lowest seat at the feet of my Redeemer.” 
Shortly after, he asked if there was no one 
to pray with him? His wish was immediate- 
ly complied with. During the prayer his 
spirit was evidently spreading her wings 
for Hight, and he exclaimed as the rayer 
was closed, ‘*O yes, it is true, all true 
and all precious.” ‘* Then you find the 
Lord your Redeemer, still near you,” said 
Mr. M’C., ** yes,”’ was his reply, as his 
faith rose in its full triumph, ** the eternal 
God is my refuge, and underneath me are 
the everlasting arms.”—The same day he 
called his dear wife—she was near him— 
putting his arms round her, he said, ‘* my 
dear Joanna, I want you to be near me while 
passing through the valley, and to comfort 
me with good words, O my dear wife let me 
go.” She said the Lord’s time is best, and 
whatever is his will I trust I shall be ena- 
bled to submit to.—** Yes,” he replied, 
** but still, but still 1””-Supposing that he 
alluded to her praying for his recovery, she 
said, ** My dear lavas 9 am willifig, since 
you desire it, to give you up Po Sa- 
viour.” He seemed relieved, and in 
peteng his arm around her, said, “ You 
lave always been a dear, kind wife to me.” 
Mrs. B. mentioned the names of some 
Christian friends, and asked him if he wish- 
ed to see them: he replied, ** The dear 
Sheplerd’s face is all Lwish to see—but tell 
them all to pray for me 3 it is consoling to 
me to think they are praying for me: I want 
their prayers to help me through the dark 
valley.” During the night of Friday, he 
kindly remembered all under his care in the 
counting-house. On the morning of Satur- 
day, a youth, his apprentice, came to see 
him ;—he took him by the hand, and said, 
“dear Edward, [thought to have trained 
you for this world and the next ; but the 
Lord will take care of you—seek the Sa- 
viour !”? About eight o’clock, he said, 
**f am perfectly satisfied !” and closed 
his testimony to the truth of the promises 
and the preciousness of the grace of his 
Blessed Saviour, and immediately the work 
of dissolution began. 


The character of Mr. Bethune is thus 
briefly and accurately summed up in the fu- 
neral sermon by his pastor, the Rev. Dr. 
Romeyn. 

“ With almost every society for the pro- 
motion of religion and the melioration of hu- 
man misery in this city, he has been con- 
nected since he professed the name of Christ, 
and his life has been that of a devoted fol- 
lower of his Lord and master in the differ- 
ent relations which he has sustained. Few 
laymen ever appeared in our judicatories 
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who commanded more respect and ossessed | 
more influence. He was listened to with! 
attention by all, and however diversified 
might be the opinions amongst. them, his 
word and his judgment rarely failed to com- 
mand their merited tribute. His percep- 
tion was quick, and his judgment when 
called into exercise under his conscious res- 
ponsibility, solid and substantial. A kind- 
er man never lived ; one more open to ad- 
vice—more forbearing towards others. 
Who among those that knew him did not 
greet his visits P You found him the Chris- 
tian decided, and the worldly gentleman 
acknowledged. Few, very tew, had the 
talent of commending the Gospel and its 
truths to others in a way more attractive, 
and powerful from its attraction.” 

‘The closing scene corresponded with the 
tenor of his life. The uniform and distin- 
guishing characteristic of his dying exer- 
cises was, an entire absorption of spirit in. 
the view of the glory and in the feeling of 
the preciousness of the grace of the Lord 
Jesus. They strikingly displayed the im- 
portance of early religious habits, of tho- 
rough scriptural knowledge, and of acon- 
sistent Christian life. The fruit of these 
he found in the clear, calm and firm opera- 
tions of a living faith, and a hope that did 
not make ashamed ; affording to all around 
him the visible and audible proofs that he 
had ** arrived at the fulness of the stature 
of a man in Christ Jesus.” His prayers 
were heard ; and without a groan or a sigh 
he fell asleep on the bosom of that Redee- 
mer whom he loved to serve during life and 
whom he longed to see, eye to eye, and face 
to face in the upper sanctuary. 

“ Night dews fall not more gently on the ground 
Nor weary, worn-out winds expire more soft,” 
Than this follower of the Lamb passed from 
his pilgrimage on earth to his loved home 
in the skies, the mansion his master had 
prepared for him.” 
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SOCIETIES. § 

The following statement respecting the 
Theological Seminaries within the bounds 
of the Presbyterian church, and the ani- 
mated appeal which accompanies it, are 
from a recent address of a Committee of 
the Board of Education under the care of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


The Theological Seminaries within the 
bounds of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. States, ** Ist. one at Princeton, N. J. 
under the care of the General Assembly ; 
2d. one at Auburn, N. Y. under the care of 
the Synod of Geneva ; Sd. one at Hamp- 
den Sydney College in Virginia, under the 
care of the Presbytery of Hanover ; and 
4th. one at Maryville, Tennessee, under 
the care of the Synod of Tennesse.” Be- 
sides these, funds are collecting for one in 
Ohio, and one in South Carolina. 

If to the students inall these Presbyterian 
Seminaries we add those in the Congrega- 
tional Seminaries at Andover, in Massachiu- 
setts, and at New-Haven, in Connecticut, 
and those in the Seminary of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, at New-Brunswick, N. J. 
the whole number, could we command them 
all, would not supply more than one third 
of the congregations in the Presbyterian 
Church which are now vacant : and it must 
be recollected that the students nowin these 
institutions, cannot be expected to receive 
licensure in less than three years. It is al- 
soto be remembered that the Congrega- 
tional churches must be expected to require 
the services of most of their sons ; and that 
in our bounds at least, a thousand new con- 
gregations might now be gathered, were we 
blessed with so many active, zealous, well 
informed young ministers, who would be 
willing to act as missionaries, and receive a 
bare subsistence during the infancy of their 
respective charges. With this idea we 
ought to connect that of the rapidly increa- 
sing population of the Presyterian Church 
if we would form any just estimate of our 
future need of ministers of the Gospel, for 
an illustration of our natural increase, and 
as data for future calculation, we state that 
more than ten thousand intants were last 
year baptized in our churches ; and these 
probably were not half that were born in 
vur Congregations ; that upwards of 20,000 
communicants were in the two years pre- 
ceding May last, added to our communion : 
and that we now consist of thirteen Svnods 
and 77 Presbyteries. ‘The whole namber 
of communicants in the Presbyterian Church 
cannot be less than 150,000. How rapid 
then may we expect the increase of our cén- 





gregations to be in the Middle, Southern & 
Western States ; without making any cal- 
culations on the influx of people frem Eu- 
rope, or of brethren from New-England. 
who generally become Presbyterians ! Is it 
at all probable that our descendants and nat- 
ural allies in ecclesiastical relations, will 
half of them, twenty years hence, be sup- 
plied with learned and pious pastors, if the 
grace of God does not excite the Church to 
vigorous, prayerful, and successful exer- 
tions on this subject ? ; 

It is no solid objection to the system of 
educating young men for the ministry, on 
charitable funds, that some of them, after 
obtaining an education, never enter the 
ministry ; and that some others are by no 
means distinguished ornaments of the sacred 
office. It were just as reasonable for pa- 
rents to say, that many youth whose pa- 
rents do much for them turn out ill ; and 
that, therefore, they will take no pains, and 
incur no expense, in educating their beloved 
offspring. No wise parent thinks or speaks 
thus. Tie is willing to do all in his power 
for promoting the welfare of his children ; 
and to labor and incur expense, whenever 
there is a rational prospect of a favorable 
result ; and having done so, to leave the 
event with infinite wisdom. And _ the 
Church ought to be willing to take the same 
course, and run the same risk with respect 
to her children. 

Pious parents! will you not take a 
deep interest in this immensly important 
concern ? Will you not be willing te cen- 
tribute your mite toward the education of 

our own sons, or the sons of others, whose 
ace the Lord has touched, that they may 
be prepared to serve the Church in the mnin- 
istry of reconciliation ? There is a day 
coming, when to have contributed efficient- 
ly to the preparation of one able and faith- 
ful Gospel minister for the sanctuary, will 
anyone more important, and afford greater 
pleasure in reflection, than the greatest mere 
temporal benefaction that can possibly be 
bestowed on mankind. ‘Temporal benefits 
perish in the using :—but the labors of one 
faithful minister of the Gospel, may be the 
means of extending blessings to nations the 
most remote, and posterity the most dis- 
tant, as well as through eternal ages, 


Pious younc men! we call upon. you 
to ponder this subject deeply in your hearts. 
To you, under God, we look for ministers 
of that church, which the Redeemer hath 
purchased with his own blood. We en- 
treat you to come forward, and to conse- 
crate yourselves to the service of that church. 
Can you make choice of any other profes- 
sion so desirable, so noble, so God-like, as 
the ministry of reconciliation ? If not, then 
pray for the prosperity of this Board ; en- 
deavor to excite the zeal and liberality of 
others for its support ; and crown all by de- 
voting yourself to the holy cause which it 
formed to promote. 

** CHRISTIAN BRETHREN OF EVERY CHA- 
RACTER AND AGE! the errand on which we 
come to you in this address, is no common 
one ! We have all too long neglected our 
duty to the church of God. Let us, then, 
humbled by the past, and animated by the 
prospects of the future, rouse from our leth- 
argy, and begin to act in earnest. The 
calls of destitute churches, who can find 
none to break to them the bread of life, re- 
quire it of us. The cries of frontier set- 
tlements, who look and entreat in vain for 
missionaries, require it of us. The mise- 
ries of the poor heathen, who are perishing 
by millions for lack of knowledge, require 
itof us. Yes, brethren, if you love the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ; if you love 
the church to which you belong ; if you wish 
to prevent a famine of the ones of Life 
from desolating our land,—Come forward, 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty.” 

We address our fellow citizens as Chris- 
tians, and ask, concerning the future mil- 
lions of our country, who would most natu- 
rally, under the influence of parental in- 
structions, become Presbyterians in princi- 
ple, * How then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed ? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard ? and how shall they hear’ with- 
out a preacher ? and how shall they preach 
except they be sent ?” 

We address our fellow-citizens as friends 
of literature, good government, domestican- 
dustry, sound morality, and national | i- 
ness, and ask, when did these blessings 
abound, and continue, in any land in which 
the Bible was not generally read by the 
common people, and id which the people 
were not well supplied with evangelical, 
protestant ministers ? If we would not have 
our nation subjected to superstition, papal 
bondage, anarchy, tyranny, oppression, 
vice, and even pagar idolatries, we must 
promote the general diffusion of knowledge 
by publie schools, colleges, and seminaries 
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of learning ; we must teach the people self 
government ; we must cherish civil and re- 
ligious liberty ; we must influence the com- 
munity by the hopes of endless happiness, & 
the fears of endless punishment : & in doing 
all these things, the protestant pulpit has 
ever been the most powerful means ; and 
for this good reason, that Infinite Good- 
ness has appointed the preaching of the 
Gospel to be the wisdom of God, and the 
power of God unto the salvation of men. 

If you would not have the posterity, and 
countrymen of future ages, generally des- 
titute of the inestimable blessings of a free 
and wise representative government which 
you enjoy ; if you would not have have the 
yet unborn millions of our western world, 
the home of rational liberty, grown up in ig- 
norance of that just God and Saviour, whom 
you love and adore ; if you would not that 
your childrens’ children should be the slaves 
of some ghostly pontiff, or of some regal Kh 
rant, whom he may set up; if you would 
not that your posterity should become infi- 
dels and pagans, and perish without spirit- 
ual vision, pray, pray, earnestly, that the 
Lord of the harvest would send forth a suf- 
ficiency of laborers into his vineyard : and 
follow your prayers by conduct becoming 
those who believe that Heaven ordinarily 
accomplishes his gracious purposes towards 
man through the instrumentality of human 
agency. 





AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The ninth annual meeting of this Socie- 
ty was held in Boston, Sep. 29. In the 
morning, the Officers of the preceding year 
were re-elected, and a committee was ap- 
pointed to make a report on the expediency 
of changing the time of the annual meeting. 
In the evening, a meeting of the Society in 
the Old South Church, was opened with 
prayer by the Rev. Otis Thompson, and the 
Report was read by the Rev. B. B. Wisner. 


The Report states, that one hundred and 
ninety eight beneficiaries in ten States have 
received appropriations, during the last 
year, amounting to more than ten thousand 
dollars : while the receipts of the Society 
have not much exceeded nine Seat 
which is more than $2000 less than the re- 
ceipts of the preceding year. 

The Report also states, that the General 
Agent of the Society, who had been con- 
nected with it three years, relinquished the 
agency nine months since, and it would be- 
come necessary soon to appoint another 
Agent, and to convince the friends of the 
Institution, of the importance of providin 
a competent support for a man, who shoul 
devote all his time to this object. 

Though the receipts of the Society are 
diminishing because there is no agent, still 
the Directors are encouraged to persevere 
by aconsideration of the influence which 
the Society has already exerted on other 
Education Societies ; on our Literary In- 
stitutions ; on Theological Seminaries, and 
on the different denominations of Chris- 
tians. 

After the Report was read, the following 
resolutions, accompanied with Addresses, 
were offered and seconded : 

Ist. By Bradford Summer, Esq. of 
Boston, and the Rey. Benjamin Rice of 
Petersburg, Va. 

Resolved, ‘That the scriptural and catho- 
lic principles, the ‘extended labors, the 
economical og pm and the flatter- 
ing success of the American Education So- 
ciety, claim for it the confidence, and libe- 
ral patronage, of the Christian public. 

2d. By Rev. Justin Edwards, of Ando- 
ver, and Mr. Rufus Anderson, of Boston. 

Resolved, That the salutary influence of 
Education Societies upon our literary insti- 
tutions, ought to be acknowledged with fer- 
vent gratitude to Almighty God, and furn- 
ishes conclusive evidence that the Associa- 
tions are entitled to the countenance and 
support of all the friends of piety and learn- 
ing. 

Ba. By Rev. Dr. Leland, of Charleston, 
S. C. and Rev. Mr. Green, of Boston. 

Resolved, That with the continued smiles 
of Providence, this Society will never re- 
linguish efforts to furnish a sufficient num- 
ber of competent ministers to execute the 
commission of the ascending Redeemer, and 
extend the influence of true religion through 
the earth. 

seaiesiiatien 


Kevivals, 
From Zion’s Herald. 
Extract of a letter, dated Funday’s Bush, 
N. Y. Aug. 10, 1824. 
Dear Brorner, 


As I saw in Zion’s Herald (of June 16,) 
a sketch of arevivalin Tonda’s Bush, (1 

















among the Presbyterians, | thought it best 
to give a statement of the glorious work in 
general through this region, and then if you 
see fit you can send an extract, or the whole 
if you think proper, to the Herald, for pub- 
lication. 


In giving you an account of this glorious 
work, 1 should be glad to be unknown. | 
have borne the name of a Methodist preach. 
er for more than 12 years, aud have travel. 
led more than 10 years. And it has been 
my happiness to labor in those places where 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters, and scores and hundreds have 
been added to the church. Yet 1 never 
gave the public an account of those precious 
refreshings, nor do I recollect to have seen 
any notice of them in any publication, until 
the present revival in this place. 

The first Sabbath in July 1825, L com. 
menced my labors mm this town. Nething 
was discovered save a crowded congrega- 
tion, till some time in the month of Septem. 
ber or October, when three or four persons 
were convinced of sin, and soon after expe- 
rienced religion. About this time, | held 
a number of meetings for the purpose of cone 
versing with serious minds. rom ten to 
twenty attended, yet these convictions did 
not appear tobe deep. ‘The public meet- 
ings were crowded, and frequently the 
whole congregation bathed in tears, and we 
were in expectation that God would crown 
our labors with the conversion of souls, 
About the middle*ot February following, I 
removed to this village, as betore I had liv. 
ed 12 miles distant. On entering the vil- 
lage L invited all the villagers to attend a 
conterence with me on ‘Thursday evening, 
and to pray for the spread of the Redee- 
mer’s Kingdom. ‘Lhe first was held in a 
private house—a season long to be remem- 
bered. ‘he divine preseice was more and 
more realized in our meeting, and te sighs 
and tears of the congregation spoke this 
language, *O that my toad of sin were 
gone,” XC. 

About this time, the Rev. Mr. Davis, 
who was preaching in the Presbyterian con- 
gregation, called on me and requested t 
join me in the meetings, and his labors were 
a great help to push torward the revival. 

‘he face of our village appeared to be 
changed. Merriment was wrned into seri- 
ousness, and the concern became, ‘* what 
shall I do to be saved ?”? The halls belong- 
ing to our inns, which had heretofore been 
the theatres of music and dancing, were de- 
voted to religious meetings, with a promise 
from the owners, (who have become happy 
subjects of the work,) that they shall be no 
more opened for reveling and mirth. 


God now began to comfort mourners; 
and at almost every mecting some instance 
of his power would add new solemnity to 
the scene.—The new-born souls became 
preachers of righteousness, and proclaimed 
a God who hath power on earth to forgive 
sins. On these occasions we have seen 
from 10 to 40 who were mourning for sin, 
arise, and request an interest in the pray- 
ers of the saints. From these scenes many 
have gone with a full determination never 
to give over seeking till they have found 
the Lord ; and instead of returning home, 
have fled to a barn or a grove, where they 
have solemnly dedicated themselves to tit 
great Head of the church, who has appeared 
and spoke peace to their troubled souls. 

The work is by no means confined to this 
village. At the east part of the townit is 
now spreading, and a little to the west, in 
Kingsborough, the clould gathers thick, and 
appears to be filled with abundance of rain. 
During this work in Funday’s Bush, there 
has been added to the Baptist Church 17— 
to the Presbyterian 37, and to the Metho- 
dist 49. In another class four miles east, 
22 have lately experienced a change. In 
the N. E. part of this town, where the 
Christian society hold their meeting, rising 
of 40 have professed hope in Christ. In the 
class at Kingsborough about 25 have pro 
fessed to obtain forgiveness of sins. Also 
four have been added to the Presbyteriai 
church in that town. The whole number, 
as far as | have ascertained, who have pre- 
fessed hope in Christ during this revival, 
from five miles east to eight west is 194.— 
And the work is now the most prosperous 
thatit has ever been, taking the whole te- 
gether.—Unite your prayers with ours, and 
let us never rest till every soul (of man) i 
ade happy in God. 


I am your affectionate brother 


in Christ, &e. 


—=. ta? 





To our Supscripers. 


Such of our Subscribers-as wish to discontinue 
the Circular, will piease to observe that our terms 
require them to pay up all arrearages, and to give 
one month’s notce, betore the expiration of the 





suppose Funday’s Bush was intended) 





year or half y car, tor which they lave subscribed: 
These conditions must be sérictlytomplied with 
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Divic Bernuune, Esa. 


We have inserted in to-days Circular an Obitu- 
sty notice of Divie Bethune, Esq. It will be seen 
that he was truly an humole and devout follower 
of Lis divine Master. His character exhibits an ex- 
unple of pure piety, which would not derogate 
{yom that ofany of our Christian readers to imi- 
tate. In the hope that a perusal uf this sketch 
of his life, and especially of his last momentss 
may profit our readers, we have inserted the no- 
jice—we trust we shall not be disappointed. 


—— + 
Our Reapers—anp OurRSELVES. 

Dear Readera—Nearly six months have now 
elapsed since we published the Circular. And 
githo’ we wish to take no undue credit to our- 
selves for the matter we have weekly furnished, 
and the manner after which we have conducted 
our columns, yet we know that we have spared 
no pains, in conscientiously discharging our duty 
towards each and all of you, so far as we knew 
how. To this fact our own conscience bears us 
testimony——so far, too, we are satisfied. But 
thisis not all we desire. We did not establish 
the “Christian Repository,” and continue the 
same under the title of the “Circular,” with a 
view of personal gain ; it wasfor the purpose of 
benefitting our Christian Readers, of whom we 
have received a respectable addition to our form- 
er number, since issuing the Circular—We were 
And now, suffer 
ustoask each of you individually, What good 


solicitous of doing some good, 


have we effected with our paper? It remains for 
your to answer this question. Where are the 
fruits of our labor? Have we labored in vain? 
We trust not; else it were perhaps better we 
bad not labored at at-all. Could we believe our 
humble exertions were fruitless and would con. 
tinue $0, we would at once stop the publication of 
the paper and discharge our hands—but we hope 
fora better result. For why do we weekly place 
into your hands accounts of Revivals of Religion, 
and various other religious information? It is for 
the same reason the faithful Minister of Christ 
addresses you from the pulpit—it is, dear reader, 
to awaken you to a proper sense of your danger, 
whilst you remain in sin--to make you realize 
your wretched state of condemnation—to warn 
you, for your own immortal soul’s sake, to flee 
from the wrathto come—to make your peace 
with God, through the medium of Jesus, 
the friend of repenting sinners-~to this end we 
point you, a8 dues your preacher, to one who is 
mighty to save, evento the uttermost; to Him 
who, for man’s sake, was innocently brought 
hefore an earthly tribunal in the detested char 
acter ofa Malefactor, there crowned in derision 
with a crown of thorns, mocked, buffetted, con- 
demned to die, and nailed fast to the cross, where 
he died for the salvation of our souls and arose 
again for our justification. To turn your whole 
attention to “the one thing needful,” the timely 
preparation for death and Eternity, and whilst 
sojourning in this probationary state, to glorify & 
praise the Triune God, should be your most inter- 
esting and pleasing employment—and to encou- 
rage you herein is our duty. But the question 
again recurs here, Are you benefitted by our pa- 
per? If not, Whatis the reason that you are 
not? O harden not your hearts~be not like the 
stony-ground hearers of the Word ; but, let those 
things calculated to improve your hearts, receive 
a due consideration—let them take hold of your 
minds, and thus produce some good effects. 
Man is a most stebborn creature in relation to 
the things that belong to his own eternal peace; 
these he puts off from time to time, seeking first 
the advantages, honors, and gratifications of time, 
when these shall have been enjoyed, when old 
age (which he may never live to attain to,) shall 
disqualify him for the further enjoyment of the 
transitory, vain, and trifling gew-gaws of this 
world, then he will turn to the Lord, serve Him 
and prepare for that new state of spiritual exist- 
ence which commences with an awful Eternity ! 
We beseech you, whoare thus minded, no long- 
er to indulge in such a deceptive procrastination; 
but to set about immediately to the “ working 
out your salvation with fear and trembling,” and 
thus, with the aid of the Divine Spirit, “make 
your calling and election sure.” Neglect not so 
great salvation asis offered you in the Gospel of 
Christ. You enjoy many great religious privileges 
for the improvement of which you must give an 
account hereafter—Let not, therefore, the denun 
ciation, that “it will be more tolerable in the day 
of jiigment for Sodom and Gomorrah, than for 
you,” which was spoken unto the ancients, be 
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be ye saved; call upon His name while he is near, 
and remember that * NOW is the accepted time; 
TO.DAY is the day of salvation” ! 





Curisrian Dury. 
It has been customary with Christians of 
old, to set apart certain days in the year 
for united devotional exercises—such as 
a supplication of the Throne of Grace for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
churches, families and individuals—return- 
ing thanks for the many unmerited mercies 
and temporal favors received from the pa- 
rental hand of the Bountiful Giver of all 
earthly blessings, &c. This duty is also 
observed by many Christians in our day. 
We surely have great reason for humili- 
ation before the Lord for our past ingrati- 
tude and sinful negligence of dutifully ac- 
knowledging his many bounties—we have 
abundant reason for thanksgiving, when 
we view the rich harvest of the season just 
past; for the health with which many of 
us have been blest—for the awakenings 
of our consciences to a sense of our sin- 
fulness and consequent danger—tor the 
strivings in our hearts of the Spirit of 
God—and for the many spiritual gifts we 





constantly enjoy, as a religious communi- 
ty and as individual members of the church. 
We throw out the foregoing hints in the 
expectation, that if our views of the subject 
be correct, and they be approved of, they 
may be properly improved by our Chris- 
tian brethren. 


oO 
Vv 


An ErrRoR—CORRECTED. 
In No. 21 of the Circular, we inserted a com- 


munication signed “ AxorHeR Mason,” wherein 
it is stated, in reference to the number of subor- 
dinate Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge in Pennsylvania, that “there are now more 
than fifty Lodges under that jurisdiction.” This 
is an error of ours. The writer of that commu- 
nication states that there are “more than 150 
Lodges”’ in Pennsylvania—we believe there are 
now near two hundred in that state. 





New Publications. 

The Christian Inquirer. —A weekly reli- 
gious paper, bearing this title, is proposed to be 
published in Bristol, R. I. by B. Bates. We have 
seen the prospectus of this cuntemplated publi- 
cation, in which the editor avows himself a Uni- 
tarian ; but states, that the columns of his paper 
shall be open to all denominations of Christians, 
to the free and amicable discucssion of their prin- 
ciples and doctrines.—We will hazard no opinion 





at this time as to the utility of a paper of this cha- 
racter—*‘The tree is known by its fruit.”—The 
Christian Inquirer shall be issued every Saturday, 
on a royal sheet, at 2 dollars and 50 cts. if paid in 
advance, or $3 payable in six months. Agents 
shall be allowed 10 per cent. for all moneys col- 
lected and remifted by them, or for obtaining five 
responsible subscribers, a sixth copy shall be al- 
lowed gratis.—The paper to be issued in Novem- 
ber next. Subscribers received at this Office. 





Gales § Seaton’s Register of Debates in 
Congress—We have received a specimen 
of the form and manner in which this work is to 
be published in future, commencing at the ensu- 
ing Session of Congress. To judge of the utility 
and importance of this work from the well known 
abilities and untiring industry of its Editors and 
Publishers, whose names it bears, we should feel 
no hesitation in heartily recommending it to the 


reference, particularly to the politician and states- 


ford materials to fill a half sheet, (8 pages ) 

The work will be printed in the octavo form, 
on a super royal paper, and on a brevier type, 
in double columns. It will contain as full and ac- 
curate Reports as can be obtained, of all Debates 
on main questions, and of all interesting Debates 
on incidental questions; with an Appendix, con 
taining a List ef the Members of each House, the 


to comprehend them, and proper Indexes to th 
whole. 


pages, and will be furnished to subscribers, thre 


the volume, be it more or less, to be paid in ac 
vance. The specimen of the work can be see 





applicable to you—But turn unto the Lord, and 


public, asa very interesting and valuable book of 


man. It will be published as soon as the Debates | HOt One Uneasy pang. 
at each successive Session of Congress shall af- 


Yeas and Nays in each House on questions which 
have been the subject of Debate, such Docu- 
ments, connected with the subjects of Debate, | gloomy abode, which has been the residence 
as may be deemed essential to enable the reader 


Itis computed to contain at least 500 


the Post Office, in sheets, as published, at $3 for 


at this office, where subscribers will be received. | and gilded with heavenly light ? 


ae nee 


THE RESURRECTION. | 


The following paragraphs are extracted from the 
Address, delivered at the interment of the Rev- 


1824, by the Rev, Edward Rutledge. 


A few weeks since, when the stream of 
life moved so sluggishly that he knew it 

would soon cease to flow, he called the in- 
dividtal who now addresses you to his bed- 

side, and with a tongue that never faltered, 

and ai eye that spoke serenity, he remark- 
ed, ‘* My life has been short and unprofi- 
table ; it pleased God to lay his hand upon 

me soon after | was set for the defence of 
the gospel, and small has been my opportu- 
nity of benefitting my fellow-men by pro- 

claiming its saving truths. But though my 

life has been in a great measure vain, per- 

haps my death may be rendered profitable. 

Ihave selected a passage of scripture from 

which you must discourse at my grave, and 
God grant that it may be usafal to your 
hearers.”? The passage which he chose, 

and which shall lead our present reflections, 

he pointed out to me, in St. Matthew, xxviii. 
6.—** Come, see the place where the Lord 
lay. ” 

In discoursing on these words, your at- 
tention will first be directed to a most beau- 
tiful interpretation of their import, given 
to me by our deceased friend. 

The text, you are aware, was the lan- 
euage of aleavenly messenger, to the two 
Marys, who on coming to the tomb of the 
Savieur, were astonished to find it empty. 
Every word of this language of the angel, 
was, in the opinion of our deceased brother, 
most powerfully emphatic, and calculated 
to impart some useful truth ; and on its va- 
rious members you shall hear his comment. 
It commences with an invitation to Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary, whose 
hearts were overcome by fear, not only at 
seeing the sepulchre deprived of its precious 
deposit, but also from the presence of a ce- 
lestial being, whose countenance was like 
lightning, and whose raiment was white as 
snow ; ** Come, see the place where the 
Lord lay.” 





“Here,” said our lamented friend, ** here 
is most strikingly displayed the contrast 
between the heavenly and the wordly spirit; 
between the language of Christianity, and 
the language of infi 


death and the grave. 


gloom. 


at their contemplation. 


on its very brink. 


of Christianity. She addresses her child 


probation, and the entrance on their reward 
as the peaceful home appointed for all liv 
ing, in which they may sweetly repose, whet 
the storms of life have ceased. 


their graves are ready for them, they fee 


life, immortal life, in heaven. 
** Mark, now,” said our deceased friend 


its darkness and to cheer its silence: the 
other thinks of it as the place where the Lord 
lay, and asks his soul—Can there be a 


of all that is lovely, and animating, and de- 
lightful P Can that spot be dark, which has 
been irradiated by the sun of Righteousness? 
Can that be painful, which Christ has depri- 
ved of its power to hurt? Can that be any but 
a desirable dwelling, which has beeeu sanc- 
1-| tified and blessed by the Saviour of man- 
n}kind—which he has strewn with flowers, 


e 





*¢ Far different from this is the language 


ren in the accents of the angel : * Come 
see where the Lord lay.”’ She calls on them 
to meditate on the grave by day and by 
night ; to consider it as the end of their 


She tells 
them it has no terrors.—She imparts to 
them such cheering views concerning it, 
that when told by sickness or by age, that 


She bids them view 
it as the chamber into which they must en- 
ter, to the Son of God calling them forth to 


** the cause of this difference between the 
views of the infidel and the christian, con- 
cerning the grave, where both must surely 
lie. ‘fhe one contemplates it only as the 
body is concerned, with no rays to illumine 


**Qh ! could such views be always che- 


rished by the disciples of our Lord, how 
;much would death be disarmed of his ter- 


, rors ! They teem ji ivi 
Philander Chase, jun. on the third of March, | die, ey would esteem it a priv ilege to 


aud to repose in that mansion which 
the Son of God had occupied before them.? 
_Besides these comforting, elevating views 
of the grave, suggested by the passage be- 
fore us, our departed friend saw in it still 
more that was calculated to impart to us 
important lessons. It contains, the thought, 
in its very construction, the disclosure of 
an existence beyond the tomb, ‘* Ob- 
serve,’ said he ‘ the expression, * Come see 
the place where the Lord lay.’ He does 
not lie there still ; he has left the sepulchre 
—not, as the watchmen were impiously in- 
structed to declare, through the instrumen- 
tality of the disciples, but by his own in- 
herent power, which enabled him to lay 
down his life, and to take it up again. Here 
is preached, the triumphant truth of a re- 
surrection from the dead.—Here is spoken, 
the fulfilment of the prophecy, ‘* Thou wilt 
not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou 
suffer thy ifoly One to see corruption.” 
Here are verified all those solemn _predic- 
tions, on the completion of which our Sa- 
viour rested the truth of his mission. Here, 
it is declared with power, that he was the 
Son of God, and that when the purposes for 
which he was born, and lived, and died, 
aud was buried, were accomplished, he as- 
cended up on high, where he was before.” 
When he had gone thus far in his remarks, 
the spirit of our brother which was soon to 
take its flight, appeared to rise strongly, and 
to triumph over all the decays of the bedy ; 
when he continued—** All of us must, like 
our blessed Redeemer, sleep, one day or 
other, in the silent tomb ; and it is a ques- 
tion of the deepest interest to us, whether 
we all, like fim, shall rise, or whether 
in his case only, the bonds of death were 
burst.” ‘Then, with the utmost animation, 
he exclaimed, ** We too, indeed, shall rise; 
for the bars which shut the prison have been 
broken, and nothing now remains to kee 
the soul confined. Christ was the first 
fruits of them that slept. If the spirit of 
God dwells in us, He that raised up Christ 
from the dead, will also quicken our mortak 
bodies by bis spirit that dwellethin us. 
Now certainly the believer can bid farewell 


elity. —He who knows to all the bright scenes and fond endear- 
not Christ, bids you shun all thoughts of| ments of earth : now he can calmly meet 
Whenever it comes h ink j tee 
beforé his mind, it is attended with melan-| "¢ ©@” sink into the grave without alarm, 
choly accompaniments of darkness and of for he is assured that in his flesh he shall 
y He deems it the place of dissolu-| S°¢ God. That which appears so dark and 
tion and decay for all that he values him- dreadful to the infidel and sceptic, is to the 
self and his kindred for ; as the spot in 
which must be performed such scenes, as agli ‘ we 
cause the most powerful minds to shudder and mortality for immortality. ‘The flesh 
He considers it as agtics: yp Pete , : 
the commencement of eternal misery, or as |? occupy, will, like his divine Master’s, be 
the introduction to a never ending’ sleep ;| Called on to deliver ba ifs trust, and he, 
as the inexorable prison of body and soul. 
Thus looking on the grave, infidelity calls 
on its votaries to flee from it ; to banish all iranian Chait 48 ee dhvaietin 3 ; 
ideas which may arise in their bosoms con-| (USS [8 those also who sleep in Jesus will 
‘rning it, and to close their ears to its ; 
calls conceal it from their view by eve- after his ascended Lord shall descend from 
? . * . . 
ry artifice ; to drown their sensibilities 
when awake to it, in the intoxicating bowl ; . ; 
asi to shat their eyes to it, when walking the dead in Christ (among whom he will be) 


the destroyer in his most horrid forms : now 


christian but a necessary process by which 
corruption is to be changed for incorruption, 


shall rest inhope. The 


rave which he is 


with all the ‘ redeemed of the Lord,’ will 
rise to life eternal. Believing that Jesus 
“died and rose again,” he confidentl 


God bring with him. He knows that here- 
heaven with a shout, with the vgice of the 
archangel and the trump of God, and that 


shall rise first : that they also which are 
alive and remain, shall be caught | 
meet the Lord in the air, and so we § 

-! ever be with the Lord.” 


ADE indo 
Died, 


In the city of New-Yorky6n the 18th of Sep- 
tember last, DIVIE BE 2, Esq. merchant, 


3 , 
aged 53 vears. 







Bible Society of Delaware hold their Annual 
Meeting at St. George’s, on the Third Tuesday 
in October next, (being the 19th instant,) at 10 
o’clock, A. M.—Sermon at the opening, by the 
Rev. A. K, Russrut ag 
E. W. Giizert, Seer’y. 


Just Received 
AND FOR SALE HERE, 


The Christian Almanac for 


1925. 


To those acquainted with this publication, we 
need say nothing recommendatory. For the in- 
formation of others, especially Christians, we no. 
tice that it contains all the information common to 
Almanacs, in addition to a large body of Mission- 
ary and other profitable matter. 


CHBAY? BOOKS, 
The Editor has just received a large accession 
to his former stock of Books, among which are 


Gill’s and Scott’s commentaries ; all of which will 
be sold ut very reduced prites. 


l 
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Printed at this Office. 
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Poet's Corner. 


“To awake the soul by tender strokes of art. 
“To raise the genius, and to mend the heart.” 








= 





The following truly pathelic lines cannot 
fail to warm the finest feelings of the 
human heart. They awaken to recollec- 
fion many fond scenes of childhood and 
youth, that had almost descended into 
oblivion’s deep, and are only now re- 
membered as scenes that were once re- 
alized, but are now forever fled from 
view—but let mental eye review those 
sweetest moments of past life. And 
although they do not contain ‘* thoughts 
that burn and words that breathe,”’ we 
are certain that the Christian and the 


lover of chaste poetry will each peruse 
these lines with peculiar interest and 


delight. —Circiwlar. 
THE FAMILY BIBLE. 

HOW painfully pleasing the fond recollection, 
Of youthful connexions and mnocent joy ; _ 
When blest with parental advice and affection, 

Surrounded with mercies—with peace from on 
high, 
Istill ia the chairs of my sire and my mother— 
The seats of their offspring, as ranged on each 
hand 
And that richest of Books, which excelled every 


other, , 
‘The FAMILY BIBLE which lay on the stand— 
The old fashioned Bible—the dear blessed Bible, 
The FAMILY BIBLE, which lay on the stand. 


That Bible, the volume of GOD’S inspiration, 
At morn and at evening, could yield us delight, 
And the prayer of our sire was asweet invocation 
For mercy by day, and for safety by night. 
Our hymns of thanksgiving with harmony swell- 
in 
All . from the hearts of the family band, 
Half raised us from earth to that rapturous dwell- 
ing 
Described in the Bible, that lay on the stand— 
The old fashioned Bible, the dear blessed Bible, 
The FAMILY BIBLE, which lay on the stand. 


Ye scenes of tranquility, long have we parted, 
My hopes almost gone-& my parents no more~ 

In sorrow and sadness, I live broken hearted, 
And wander unknown on a far distant shore ;— 

Yet how can I doubt a dear Saviour’s rotection, 
Forgetful of gifts from his bountiful hand ? 

O, let me with patience receive his correction, 
And think of the Bible that lay on the stand— 

The old fashioned Bible, the dear blessad Bible, 
The FAMILY BIBLE that lay on the stand. 


eS 
THE HOUR OF PEACE. 
There is an hour of sacred peace, 
By Angels blest, by Saints rever’d; 
An hour when sorrow’s wailngs cease, 
And sad complainings are unheard. 


There is an hour when Man may steal 
From faithless friends—from godless foes, 
And in his bosom calmly feel 
The healing cordial of repose. 


There is an hour of kind relief, 
When o’er the couch of friendship dear, 
Affliction sheds the tear of grief, 
And hopeless love invites despair. 


There is an hour when music’s thrill 
Stirs the life-blood that warms the soul; 
When passion’s throbbing pulse is still, 
ye reason holds her mild control. 


There is an hour of holiest birth, 
An hour of pious thought and love ; 

When Seraphs bend from Heaven to earth, 
Forgetful of their state above. 


That hour is midnight ! Calm and bright, 
When w rapped in thought the soul may roam ; 
And tir’d with scenes of earthly sight, 
Find in Eternity a home, Witrnep, Jr. 
——{) —_—_—— 
MAR Y—Qveen or Scors. 
TIME has swept on with silent tread, 
And ne’er was known to tire or weary ; 
But memory oft has paused to shed 
A tear to rues, ill-fated Many ! 





Inveterate—envious, were thy foes : 
In life—thy lot was lone and dreary; 

Yet thou was’t known to pray for those, 
Who scorned to look on captive Maur ! 


No more Ben Lomond’s lonely coast, 
Shall greet thy form, once light and airy : 

No !Scotio’s glory now is lost ! 
Farewell to Many—Royal MARY, 


oan) 
Tae Yetrow Lear. 
O take the gaudy wreath away, 
That boasts the richest hue of May, 
It suits not with my sober day— 
I claim the leaf that’s yellow : 
For I have seen it’s blossom blow, 
Cherish’d the fresh bud onthe bough ; 
More welcome to my spirits now, 
‘Is that dear leaf that’s yellow. 





RELIGIOUS. 


PROCRASTINATION. 


Among the various causes of procrastin- 
ation, perhaps, that of presuming on long 
life, is neither the least common nor the 
least dangerous. One said to our Lord, 
‘+ Suffer me first to go and bury my father.” 
Felix said to Paul, *Go thy way for this 
time, when I have convenient season ° will 
send for thee.” And these words, * To- 
morrow shall be as this day,” are the words 
of delaying thousands in the present gen- 
eration. The sources from which numbers 
derive this delusive information, are fre- 
quently two. 1. The Longevity of their 
ancestors, and particularly their own kind- 
red. ‘The father, from whose being they 
proceeded, and the mother on whose breast 
they hung, lived to the advanced age of 
three-score years and ten, and perhaps, 
reached the period of four-scoreor upwards, 
before it was said of them, as of the ante- 
deluvians, ** And they died !”, 2. Their 
own healthy, vigorous, strong constitution. 
Their health is as good as ever they knew 
it ; their vigor and strength have suffered 
little or nodecay. These are the fastness- 
es in which numbers deem themselves se- 
cure. But although these thoughts may 
have sunk deep, and lodged long within 
their hearts, it is possible they may prove 
as vain as they are dangerous. For “ in 
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of 
man cometh !” Reader, if such have been 
thy views, be wise. Seize the present op- 

ortunity, and improve it in bringin forth 
fruits ‘*meet for repentance ;”’ sfor he 
whose word has said, ** Dust tho . and 
to dust thou shalt return,” hath also said, 
‘+ When they shall say, Peace and safety ; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, 
and they shall not escape.” 
o-———- 

AN APPEAL TO THOSE 

WHO NEGLECT THE INVITATIONS OF THE 


GOSPEL. 


Alas ! how many who neglect the great 
salvation are to be found, even in this won- 
derful day of grace. How many who sel- 
dom bestow a thought upon the subject ! 
Toiling in the round of sensuality, the 

caspen fear, restrain prayer, and never look 
téGod for mercy. Busy in the pursuits 
ot worldly objects, they cry peace & safe- 
ty, till sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, and they cannot escape. They are 
too young to attend to religion—it is unbe- 
coming their age—it will interrupt their 
pleasures and excite the ridicule of their 
companions—or their families and multi- 
plied concepg devour their time and at- 
tention. Bat how foolish and dangerous 
are these pleas ? ‘Too young to love God, 
and be happy in Christ! Too crowded 
with business and cares, to think of salva- 
tion ! 

“ And to the mercies of a momert, leave 
“I'he vast concerns of an eternal scene !” 
God is now calling on sinners to accept 
the great salvation, while they are as con- 
stantly neglectingit. And how can they 
escape? I must in faithfulness echo the 
voice of conscience. You are rushing to 
despair. Seriously consider. The inqui- 
ry is heard among sinners in many places, 
What shall we do to be saved 2? And many 
have experieiced the Gospel to be the pow- 
er and the wisdom of God unto salvatioti. 
But, alas! the impenitent residue—their 
number—their stupidity ! What makes 
the difference ? Is religion needful to oth- 

ers, and not for you ? 

The great thing which demandsattention, 
is salvation. Life and immortality are 
brought to light in the gospel. A future 
state of rewards and punishments is there 
revealed. That you are sinners, and ex- 
posed to the wrath of God, is equally evi- 
dent. In the state of nature, and without 
an interest in Christ, how wretched your 
eternity ! Salvation, my dying friends, I 
repeat it, is the most important concern. 
This is the pearl of great price, for the pur- 
chase of which all earthly treasures would 
be a cheap exchange. What though you 
be rich and honorable—what though you en- 
joyed the pleasures of sin in the’ fullest 
measure ; ifat death your riches must be 
exchanged for poverty—your honors, for 
shame and everlasting) contempt : and all 
your pleasures for ** weeping, and wailiag 
and gnashing of teeth ?” 
Before I close, [ must put one question 
more. Answer it as conscience will ap- 
rove, and God accompany with his bless- 
ing. What eourse of conduct do you now 
determine to pursue? You see that all 
your selfish exertions will avail. nothing, 
All the means you use will not save your 
are no compliance with te Gospel.  Per- 








haps you are already taught by experience, 
that you have made no progress in religion ; 
you are as far as ever from being reconciled 





to God ; and ~ may continue to pursue 
this course, till you die impenitent and per- 
ish. I repeat the question, then, what is 
your determination ? Most, I fear, are in- 
tending to live a while longerin sin. We 
cannot awaken ourselves—God must awak- 
en us; and we will quietly wait at the pool. 


salvation, hoping that God will awaken 
yous though continuing to harden your 
nearts. Preposterous conduct ! Can there 
be a greater infatuation ? Are you waiting 
for God to awaken you while sleeping in sin: 
You are not waiting for it. This is the 
farthest from your desire. No—you are 
waiting to fill the measure of your iniqui- 
ties. God will, indeed, awaken you ; but 
who has assured you that it will be ina 
world ofhope ? But we do design to re- 
pent before we die—we do not intend to go 
to hell. Yet you are obstinately pursuing 
the road thither ; and it is equally certain 
that you have no intention ever to repent. 
Look at your absurdity. You are now de- 
liberately doing that for which you intend, 
at some tina bgealter, to be very sorry. 
Ridiculous thought ! The sentiment is an 
outrage upon reason—a delusion of Satan ; 
and it is because you are blinded, and led 
captive by him at his will, that you dare in- 
idles it. Be assured, however you may 
flatter yourselves, you are not designing to 
repent, but to be saved with an impenitent 
heart—in a way opposed to God, and which, 
could ‘you succeed, would dethrone the 
Almighty. 

Will you then pursue this hope, or com- 
ply with the gospel? You hope to be sav- 
ed. None expect to be excluded from heav- 
en. But, would heaven be heaven to you, 
who have no love for Christ—none for ho- 
liness—none for God ? How, then, do you 
hope to be happy in heaven ? With your 
present heart God cannot make you happy 
in either of the three worlds which he governs. 
Oh, then, how can you escape if you neglect 
so great salvation ? [Dr. Lee’s Rev. Serm. 





sonemaieneedl 


SUMMARY. | 


General Larayetre, in company with 
Judge Peters, visited the Asylums for the 
Orphans and Widows of Philadelphia, the 
former Institution containing about 90 in- 
mates, and the latter from 35 to 40. He 
also visited the Pennsylvania Hospital. 

The following lines were written a few 
moments before the General’s arrival at 
the Hospital, and presented to him by the 
Clerk : 


While “the land of the brave,” and “the realms 
of the free” 

Re-echo Lafayette with homage to thee, 

With splendor and beauty encircling thy ways— 

And martial magnificence courting thy gaze, 

Thou hast not forgotten bumanity’s claim, 

But sought the abode of the sick and the lame ; 

Our pains have cessafion, our woes we forget, 

White breathing a welcome to generous Fayette. 

We will not forget thee, our prayers shall arise, 

For our friend upon earth, to our friend in the 
skies, 

And when the fast sun of thy days shall be set, 

May the home of the Christian await thee Fayette. 








——)——— 

The following lines, written by Mrs. 

Willard, principal of the Troy (N. Y.) Fe- 

male Seminary, were presented to General 

Lafayette, on his visit to that Institution, 

by two of the pupils, daughters of the Go- 
vernors of Vermont and Michigan : 


And art thou then, dear Hero, come ? 
And do our eyes behold the man, 

Who nerved his arm and bared his breast 
For us, ere yet our life began ? 

For us and for our native land, 
Thy youthful valor dared the war ; 

And now, in winter of thine age, 
Thou’rt come and left thy lov’d ones far. 


Then deep and dear thy welcome be ; 
Nor think thy daughters far from thee : 
Columbia’s daughters, lo! we bend, 

And claim to call thee Father, Friend ! 


But was ’t our Country’s rights alone 
Impell’d Fayette to Freedom’s van ? 
No! *twas the love of human kind— 
It was the sacred cause of man— 
It was benevolence sublime, 
Like that which sways the eternal mind ! 
And benefactor of the world, 
He shed his blood for all mankind ! 


Then deep and dear thy welcome be ; 
Nor think thy daughters far from thee ! 
Daughters of human kind, we bend, 
And claim to call thee Father—Priend ! 


These lines were afterwards, by particu- 
lar request, sung with great sweetness and 
pathos, by Mise Eliza Smith, of Worces- 
ter, (Mass.) in the choruses of which the 
young ladies generally joined, & the whole 
was executed with much effect. The Gen- 
eral was much affected, and at the close of 
the singing, with eyes suffused in tears, he 
said—* I cannot express what I feel on this 
occasion ; but, will you, Madam, present 











You will live contentedly in the neglect of 











ey 
me with three copies of those lines, to } 
given by me, as from you, to my three 
daughters.”—It is wholly unnecessary 


add that the request was complied with, 
vu 

On Sunday, (says a Philadelphia paper, 
at Christ Church, the General sat in the 
seat which was uniformly occupied by Pye. 
sident Wasnincron. Mrs. Morris gy 
with him, and Miss Frances Wright a¢. 
companied him. 
Adams, was also present. 

Tbe General’s reception at Baltimor 
was highly splendid, and such as reflect, 
great credit on that grateful people. 

Having received the Address delivereg 
to the General, in the Town-Hall of Wij, 
mington, we shall present it to our reader 
in our next number. 





* she 
** Welcome La Fayette.” At Hingham 
on Sunday last, an infant son of Mr. Giles. 
Gardner, was baptized by the Rev. Mr 
Richardson, by the name of ** Welcome Iq 
Fayette.” The name of the great grandh. 
ther of this child was ‘Welcome Lincoln, 
Salem Observer. 
a 
From the New-York Statesman. 


_ General Barton—We published some 
time since, a paragraph from a Hartford pa- 
per, stating that this officer of the revoly. 
tion, was languishing ina prison in Vermont 
for debts which poverty prevented him can. 
celling. It is now said, that General Bar. 
ton has no just claim upon the government 
or the state—that he has all along had the 
means of extricating himself from his 
confinement, if he had been so disposed— 
that he held a jucrative office in the Cus. 
tom-House, until his detention in Vermont 
and that his son occupies the same place— 
that his famil y are in easy circumstances 
and that his absence in Vermont is a volun. 
tary act on his part. 





At Cinci 

incinnati, Ohio, any quantit 
Corn may be had at eight ant pe ick 

The last Missionary Herald acknow. 
ledges the receipt of $75, from the Wind. 
ham, Ct. Masonic Bible Society, for distri- 
bution of the Scriptures in Palestine. 

Northampton (Mass. ) Oracle. 

The Hon. Wm. Philli f Bost 

° - Phillips, of Boston 
een $1000 to the unker Hill Mon 
ument Association—The Hon. Jo i 
Adams subscribed $100. es 
EE : 

The Governor of the State of Virginia 
has appropriated $6000 for the purpose of 
defraying the expenses at York, ( Virg.) to 
receive Gen. La Fayette as becomes. the 
state. Some citizens of the same state 
passed a resolution in favor of requesting | 
their Legislature to appropriate a sum a 
money as a present to the General—others, 


pearing Congress to make him a graut of 
and. 






OBITUARY. 


For the Circular, 

Departed this life on Monday last, at his late 
dwelling near Middle-Town, Del. the Reverend 
DANIEL CROUCH, an old and respectable in- 
habitant of this neighborhood. In the death of 
Mr. Crouch society has lost one of its useful mem. 
bers ; the poor one of their best frielids, and the 
Methodists (in this part,) one of the pillars of the 
Church. He wasa kind and an affectionate hus- 
band, aw indulgent and watchtul parent, and 
universally respected as aneighbor. He has left 
awife and four children to mourn their heavy 
loss. Asa ministerial character, he wus deserv- 
edly esteemed as a Father anda pattern; he was 
plain, artless and solemn in his style and address : 
he never studied to ring the ear with pleasant 
sounds, nor to dazzle the eye with shining things: 
his aim was at the heart, and the heart he won. | 
Conscience seldom slept whea he preached. He 
was a plain practical preacher. He went deep 
and swam fur in the Gospel sea; and from its 
precious treasures, through the vehicle of his 
heart, he brought forth things new and old. He 
was a faithful shepherd—he never carried sand 
instead of salt to the Hock, nor flowers instead 
of fruit; but he fed them after the Great Shep- 
herd’s example—with the Word of eternal life. 
He was not only a preacher in the puipit, but also 
out of it—was instant in season and out of season; 
reproving, exhorting, &c, There was an appro- 
priate discouise delivered on the mournfui occa- 
sion, by the Rev, Edward Stevenson, from those 
impressive words of St. Paul, “And we desire 
that every one of you do show the same diligence 
to the full wssurance of hope, unto the end, that 
ye be not slothful, but followers of them who, 
through faith and patienee inherit the promise.”# 
Oa the Wednesday following his body was depo- 
sited in the burmbground attached to the Union 
Methodist Episcopal Church, to which congre- 
gation he has been a faithful minister for upwards 
ot twenty years. Aad as his: last days were his 
best days, and he departed this life in triumph & 
consolation, may We not say, Rest, rest weary dust, 
in dust—Rest, rest weary spirit, spent with tic 
Father of spirits, and live forever ? oe 

Oct, 9, 1824, * 
f ————__—-| 


WRITING PAPER, 














In great variety, for sale cheap. 


The Hon. John Quincy x 
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